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up and to be ready in ANY situation to 

bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ.  

He urges Timothy to be ready in 

favorable times and even when it is not 

favorable.  This passage is also God 

urging us through Paul to be ready and 

not to give up.   

 

Sometimes life is like a slow moving lava 

flow that brings anxiety and uncertainty 

into the believer’s life.  Sometimes it 

comes so swiftly and unexpectedly like 

a large hemorrhagic stroke.  God is 

urging us through this passage to be His 

servant to the end, no matter what is 

happening and regardless of what may 

happen.  In John 10:10, Jesus tells us 

that Satan is alive and well and he is 

seeking to steal, kill, and destroy lives 

and everything good in it.  So it should 

not surprise us that Satan can and has 

threatened to upset and overturn our 

lives.  It is only as we remember and 

fulfill the fact that we are God’s 

servants to carry out His love and grace 

in a mean and cruel world, that we will 

be able to see Satan and his evil, 

demonic ways defeated in our lives and 

in the community around us.  Please 

remember that the ending of John 

10:10 says that He has come to bring us 

abundant life.  That abundant life 

means that He intends to defeat Satan 

10:10 says that He has come to bring us 

abundant life.  That abundant life 

means that He intends to defeat Satan 

so that he cannot steal, kill, and 

destroy.   

 

Last weekend, Clarice and I 

unexpectantly ended up back in Hilo as 

Clarice’s mother was struck with an 

unanticipated hemorrhagic stroke.  As I 

write this article, Chiyoko Yagi 

continues to slip away from this world 

and I confess that this brings us much 

sorrow and grief.  However at the same 

time there is so much joy in knowing 

that soon, Mom will be in heaven with 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Over 

the past few years we have also seen 

Mom slip deeper and deeper into 

Alzheimer’s disease.  Her lost of 

memory has been funny at times and 

distressing at other times.  However, as 

I evaluate this whole situation, I believe 

that God is being so merciful in letting 

Mom go home through this stroke 

rather than through Alzheimer’s.  

Thank you Lord for your Love, Grace, 

and Mercy.  

 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 (NLT) 1I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living and the 

dead when he appears to set up his Kingdom: 2Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. 

Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. 3For a time is coming when people will no longer 

listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them 

whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 5But you should keep a clear mind in 

every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry 

God has given you. 6As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near. 7I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. 8And now the prize awaits me—the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for 

all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.  
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As I was growing up, athletics played a 

big part in my life.  I remember several 

coaches saying to me, “How you finish 

the race is more important than how you 

begin it.” Through the years I saw 

example after example of this truth.  I 

remember seeing videos of the track 

runner who tripped and fell, but who 

picked himself up and with much 

determination, still won the race.  I 

remember recently hearing of a high 

school girls track member who saw an 

opponent fall.  She turned around to pick 

up her opponent and carried her across 

the finish line.  And, how many times 

have you heard of an athletic team who 

trailed their opponent through the whole 

game, but in the last minutes, were able 

to rally and just barely win? 

 

How we finish the game is also so very 

important in the game of life (although 

life is not a game).  There have been so 

many times in my life that I just wanted 

to give up on one thing or another.  

Sometimes I did give up and each and 

every time, I was the loser.  At other 

times, I didn’t give up and God brought 

the victory.  This passage from 2 Timothy 

4, shows Paul urging Timothy not to give 

up and to be ready in ANY situation to 

bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ.  He 

urges Timothy to be ready in favorable 

(continued on pg 2) 
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Finishing the Race 
By Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro (continued) 

 

Pick up a "How to Pack Your 

Shoebox" brochure at the 

back table to today!   

 

Good News 

Great Joy 
 

joy in knowing that soon, Mom will be in heaven with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Over the past few years we have also 

seen Mom slip deeper and deeper into Alzheimer’s disease.  Her loss of memory has been funny at times and distressing at 

other times.  However, as I evaluate this whole situation, I believe that God is being so merciful in letting Mom go home 

through this stroke rather than through Alzheimer’s.  Thank you Lord for your Love, Grace, and Mercy.  

 

I am so grateful and thankful that Mom was ready in favorable and unfavorable times.  During these last years with 

Alzheimer’s, Mom would often break forth in song.  She would either sing Japanese/Okinawan songs from her life as a young 

girl or hymns that she has long loved.  She would break out in singing and sometimes humming whenever the mood would 

strike her.  It did not matter who was around her and what the environment might be.  I remember just a couple of weeks ago 

we were eating lunch in a restaurant and she began humming and then singing. 

 

This is a reminder to the rest of us in the family that we need to be able to be a good servant of our Lord even during this most 

difficult time that we are going through.  During favorable or unfavorable times we are being encouraged by the Lord to be 

ready and able to be used of Him.  We need to fight the good fight and run the good race.  There awaits a tremendous prize as 

we finish the race.  Mom is completing her fight and that tremendous prize awaits her.  We believe that soon she will be in the 

loving arms of her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  I want to say to all of you that there is no better prize than to enter fully into 

the loving presence of Jesus Christ for all eternity. 

 

Let us all be prepared in season and out of season to bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ.  Let us all run the race that is set 

before us and let us finish strong.  God bless you all as you strive to love our Lord with all your heart, mind, and soul.   
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Would you be willing to die for your faith in Jesus Christ?  

Many believers face this ultimate test every day.  In Iraq, 

Syria, Pakistan, and elsewhere, Christians are asked to 

renounce their faith or die.  This is happening more and 

more every day. 

If you were in this situation, what would you do?  Would 

you deny Christ and live, or would you keep the faith and 

face decapitation or crucifixion?  This is not a theoretical 

exercise for thousands of persecuted believers on the front 

lines.  This is real. 

I’ll never forget interviewing the grieving widow of a pastor 

in Orissa, India, the day after her husband was martyred.   

She tearfully described the horrific murder of her husband. 

It was a Sunday morning, and the young pastor had just 

started the church service.  Suddenly, a mob of angry Hindu 

extremists stormed through the front doors of the small 

church.  They grabbed the pastor and dragged him outside, 

in front of the church.  Next, as defenseless congregants and 

family members could do nothing but watch, they punched 

and tied the pastor to a tree.  The Hindu mob leader asked 

the pastor to renounce his faith and no harm would befall 

him.  The pastor would not. 

Next, they poured kerosene on the pastor and again asked 

him to deny his faith.  “Renounce Christ and live or be 

burned to death,” they mob yelled.  Again, the pastor would 

not deny Christ.  Next, they lit a small torch and asked the 

pastor a third time to deny Christ or be burned in the fire. 

The pastor held firm.  The mob proceeded to set the young 

pastor on fire and all watched as he died in the fiery inferno. 

The ground and charred remains were still smoldering the 

next day.  It is etched in my mind the smell in the air and the 

look in the eyes of the grieving widow who witnessed 

helplessly the entire slaughter of her husband and father of 

their young children. 

While we ponder — if we were in a similar situation — 

would we be willing to die for Christ?  When put to the test, 

do we love Christ that much?  Do we have that kind of faith, 

conviction, strength, courage, and character to be willing to 

die for Him?  Ultimately, only the Lord knows. 

(continued on pg 4) 

Are You Willing to Live for Christ? 
by Jim Jacobson 

Vanessa found this article to share at: http://www.christianfreedom.org 

 

do we love Christ that much?  Do we have that kind of faith, 

conviction, strength, courage, and character to be willing to 

die for Him?  Ultimately, only the Lord knows. 

However, there is an arguably more important question:  

are we willing to live for Christ? 

Many believers — especially in America — may never have 

to face martyrdom for our faith.  But, while we have 

opportunity, are we willing to live for Christ in ALL we do?  

Do we live for the King of Kings with every fiber of our being 

— with ALL our heart, strength, mind, and in ALL matters of 

life? 

Do we talk to God each day?  Do we humbly ask for His will 

to be done in our lives each day?  Do we admit our wrongs 

to Him?  Do we thank Him for His tender mercies and praise 

Him each day?  Do we thank him for difficulties, heartaches, 

and hardships that cause us to grow?  Do we pray for His 

suffering Church? Do we “remember the persecuted” and 

tell others about it? 

Are we making disciples for Christ?  Are we sharing the 

Good News to this needy world?  Are we “walking the 

talk?”  Are we willing to really “live” for Christ while we 

have this God-given life? 

I pray for those who face martyrdom on the front lines of 

persecution.  May God give them strength and peace that 

surpasses all understanding.  I also pray for believers 

everywhere that we make each moment — of each day — 

count for the cause of Christ.  I pray that we LIVE for Christ 

in ALL we do — each and every day. 



  

 

Are You Willing to Live for Christ? 
by Jim Jacobson (continued) 

Vanessa found this article to share at: http://www.christianfreedom.org 
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Mr. Jacobson is a graduate of the University of Michigan. He and his wife Karen have 12 
children, 8 of whom have been adopted from Burma, and have been married for more than 20 
years. 
 
Article used with permission.  Find the full article here:  
 
http://www.christianfreedom.org/news/willing-live-christ/ 

 

persecution.  May God give them strength and peace that 

surpasses all understanding.  I also pray for believers 

everywhere that we make each moment — of each day — 

count for the cause of Christ.  I pray that we LIVE for Christ 

in ALL we do — each and every day. 

As we begin to really live for Christ, we begin to transform 

ourselves, our families, communities, and maybe even our 

nations. 

Living for Christ means taking up the cross of Christ each day 

in all our affairs.   It means dying to self.  It means staying 

close to the Persecuted Church in our prayers and sacrificial 

giving so that we can stay close to the suffering of Christ, 

which gives us new life and motivation to live each day for 

Him. 

Pray for the Persecuted Church.  Pray for those facing 

martyrdom.  Pray also for believers everywhere to really live 

each day for Christ. 

How do we really revive our hearts and restore our First 

Love for Christ?  Here is an answer:  the closer we draw to 

the Persecuted Church, the more strength, motivation, 

conviction, and passion we will have to live for Christ. 

 

 

giving so that we can stay close to the suffering of Christ, 

which gives us new life and motivation to live each day for 

Him. 

Pray for the Persecuted Church.  Pray for those facing 

martyrdom.  Pray also for believers everywhere to really live 

each day for Christ. 

How do we really revive our hearts and restore our First 

Love for Christ?  Here is an answer:  the closer we draw to 

the Persecuted Church, the more strength, motivation, 

conviction, and passion we will have to live for Christ. 

 

James B. Jacobson, President and Founder of Christian Freedom International, has assisted the persecuted church in many 
restricted countries around the world. He has faced personal danger to deliver Bibles to underground churches in China, care 
packs to families in the brickyards of Pakistan, and medical aid to refugees in the war zones of Burma. Mr. Jacobson has 
testified and conducted briefings before Congress, the White House and the State Department on behalf of Christians who 
are persecuted for their faith each year.   
 
Mr. Jacobson is a graduate of the University of Michigan. He and his wife Karen have 12 children, 8 of whom have been 
adopted from Burma, and have been married for more than 20 years. 
 
Article used with permission.  Find the article here:  
 
http://www.christianfreedom.org/news/willing-live-christ/ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TTWN FUN RUN - NEW Date 

 

 

 

Due to the uncertainty of Hurricane Ana and the closure of all Maui County Parks, the Two 
Thirds World Network Fun Run was postponed.  The new date of the Fun Run is December 
6th.  Registration will be at 5 am and the run will begin from Valley Isle Fellowship 
(Wailuku) at 5:30 am and end at Kalepolepo Park (Kihei) for a total of 10 miles.  Please 
contact Grace at 357-4553 for more information if needed.  All forms are available at the 
back table of our Sunday AM services or online at twothirdsworld.org. 
 

Operation Christmas Child  

 

HPBC Annual Meeting - THIS WEEK! 

VIF ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING & Listening Session 

The Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention (HPBC) Annual Meeting is being held this Thursday & Friday, November 6 & 7 at Kihei 
Baptist Chapel.  We are allowed 10 representatives from our church to attend the HPBC meeting.  If you are interested, 
please call the church office for more information at 244.0865.   

 

Please turn in your packed shoeboxes by Sunday, November 16th, in 
order for us to deliver them on time to the collection facility.  Also, 
don't forget to include the shipping label and $7.00 which covers 
international shipping costs.  For detailed instructions and shipping 
labels, pick up a "How to Pack Your Shoebox" brochure at the back 
table today!  

The time has come for Valley Isle Fellowship's Annual Business Meeting on 
Sunday, November 30th, at 6:00 pm, for all of you who are official members of VIF.  
In order to be prepared and in prayer for the annual meeting and any decisions to 
be made, we want to strongly encourage you to attend the Listening Session at the 
VIF Sanctuary on Sunday, November 9th, at 6:00 pm.  The the main topic to be 
presented and discussed is VIF's proposed 2015 budget.  

Fellowship Potluck BBq 
Join the Bagoyos Missional Group for a Fellowship Potluck BBQ at Kalepolepo Beach Park in 
Kihei this coming Saturday, November 8th from 4 pm - 6:30 pm.  Bring your beach chair and 
a potluck item to share.  They will be sure to have a fire for cooking. They will also have 
awesome praise music!  For more information, please contact Vince at 357-3842 or 
vbagoyo-devgroup@hawaii.rr.com (Vince is currently in the Philippines and will return on 
Nov 6th).   



  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Get ready to make your favorite side dish or 
dessert to share at our Thanksgiving Service 
at Waikapu on Sunday, November 23rd.  
Don't like to cook or bake?  We're in need 
of people to provide cases of water too!  
Also, Andy Sniffen will be making Kalua 
Turkey and Kalua Pig in the Waikapu Imu 
as the main dish and he will be looking for 
helping hands as well.  Please stop by the 
back table to check out the food & 
refreshments sign-up sheets. 
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Today, Nov 2nd, 2014, is Southern Baptist Disaster Relief (SBDR) Appreciation Sunday. To see the many ways that SBDR 
volunteers bring help, healing and hope to those affected by disaster, and what Southern Baptists do to help spread the 
Gospel and love of Christ in responding to disaster events, watch the SBDR video at vimeo.com/108848762 

APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

http://vimeo.com/108848762


 
 
  

 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

  
 

Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

 

*We are in great need of help for the 3rd and  
4th weeks of December. 

 
 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of Nov 6-8 
Blando 

Week of Nov 13-15 
Waki, Hashimoto 

Week of Nov 20-22 
Tappan 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 
 

Today  

November 2, 2014 

Team 2 

Joycelyn Kiaha 

Kaiani Kiaha 

Marion Kimura 

Elaine Yamasaki 

Avery Yamada 

Daniel Olaso 

 
 

Next Week 

November 9, 2014 

Team 3 

Rosie Quenga 

Vicky Quenga 

Shalia Mendez 

McKenna Mendez 

Danica Cooley 

Dyllan Coalie 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

Only A God Like You 

Better Than Life  

My Heart Is Yours  
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 
*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 

 

November 2014 

 

 2  AM - Pastor Darren - Our Spiritual Act of Worship 
  PM - Pastor Jeremy - Missional Community 
  
 3 MCBA WMU Day of Prayer 
 
 4 General Elections 
  
 6-7 HPBC Annual Meeting 
 
 9  AM - Pastor Darren: The Gospel Is...  
  PM - Business Meeting Listening Session 
 
 15 "G" Force 
  Malama Pregnancy Center parTEA 
 
 16  AM - Pastor Jeremy - Mission: Commanded But Desired 
  PM - TBA 
 
 23 Thanksgiving Service @ Waikapu (One Service Only) 
 
 30 VIF Annual Business Meeting 
 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 
www.vifmaui.com  

 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 

 

mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com


 

 

Our Spiritual Act of Worship 
Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

- 9 - 

 

1. The Way to get big is to go Small. 

 

 

2. The Way to go fast is to start Slow. 

 

 

3. The Way to become strong is to become Weak. 

 

 

4. The Way to become rich is to give Everything Away. 

 

 

5. The Way to be first is to be Last. 

 

 

6. The Way to live is to Die. 

 
 

 
Are we Truly following after Jesus’ example? 

 


